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VICTIMS OF ADAPTATION 
To wade in marshes and sea margins is 
the destiny of certain birds, and they are so 
accurately made for this that they are im- 
prisoned in those places. Each animal out 
of its habitat would starve. To the physi- 
cian, each man, each woman, is an ampli- 
fication of one organ. A soldier, a lock- 
smith, a bank-clerk, and a dancer could not 
exchange functions. And thus we are vic- 
tims of adaptation. 
—Ralph Waldo Emerson 
LOVING SACRIFICE 
Certainly absolute freedom would be 
more beautiful if we were birds or poets; 
but co-operation and a loving sacrifice of a 
part of ourselves—or even of the whole, 
save the love in us—are beautiful if we are 
men living together.—George Santayana. 
THE READING TABLE 
The Story of Our Republic. By Irving P. Foote. 
Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: World Book 
Company. Pp. 434. $1,24. 
Well designed to stimulate historical in- 
terest in children of about the fifth grade 
level, this history textbook gives the pupil 
a clear view of the military, political, eco- 
nomic, social, and general cultural progress 
of the people of our country from the time 
of its discovery by white men. Nearly 
one-half of the space is devoted to the per- 
iod prior to the inauguration of Washing- 
ton as President and less than one-fifth of 
the material deals with the years since the 
Civil War. A high level of historical ac- 
curacy and fairness to all sections of the 
nation is maintained. 
The book is well supplied with numerous 
illustrations in color, maps and charts that 
are easily comprehended, a variety of mod- 
ern helps for the better teaching of history, 
a key to the pronunciation of difficult terms 
at their first appearance. 
O. F. F. 
Adolescence: Life's Spring Cleaning Time. By 
Beverley R. Tucker. Boston; The Stratford 
Company. 1933. Pp. 121. $1.25. 
Dr. Tucker, whose wide experience with 
nervous and mental diseases makes him an 
authority, needs no introduction in Virginia. 
This little book has come out of experiences 
which the author explains in terms that 
even the average layman can readily under- 
stand. 
Since this period of life is perhaps the 
most important, in many respects, the vol- 
ume has value both to teacher and to psy- 
chologist because one can see life's pro- 
cesses and the characteristics of the period, 
understand causes for maladjustments and 
disturbances, discover reasons for particu- 
larly careful guidance from the viewpoint 
of one versed in one of the oldest of 
sciences and in one which has probably had 
the closest contacts with human nature. 
The book is scientific in its approach, and 
the occasional critical attitude towards the 
teacher and parent is probably deserved. 
B. J. L. 
La Locuea De Amor. By Manuel Tamayo y 
Baus. Edited by William Archibald Whatley 
and Randolph Arnold Haynes. Newark, New 
Jersey: Silver, Burdett and Company. 1934. 
Pp. 214. $1.00. 
Tamayo's masterpiece, one of the finest 
historical dramas in Spanish literature, is 
now available for the first time in an edition 
suitable for high school and college use. 
The editors have supplied carefully pre- 
pared exercises, notes, and vocabulary. The 
exercises have been well planned to afford 
opportunity for work at the intermediate 
level, with particular consideration of the 
graceful and dignified use of idiom which 
is so characteristic of Tamayo's style. Full- 
page black and white illustrations, of true 
Spanish character, depict six of the high 
points of the drama. 
J. A. S. 
May, 1934] THE VIRGINIA TEACHER 111 
Reading and Literature in the Elementary 
School. By Paul McKee. Boston: Hough- 
ton Mifflin Company. 1934. Pp. 592. $2.00. 
Holding to the doctrine that whatever is 
taught in the school must be of importance 
in the life outside the school, the author 
has reported exhaustively on the findings 
of scientific research in the solution of 
problems in the teaching of reading. Amer- 
ican schools are fundamentally reading 
schools; children must be taught to read 
effectively in order to learn what the school 
has to offer. Not only reading for compre- 
hension, but reading essential to effective 
varied interests in literature, are all stressed, 
study, and reading to develop tastes and 
The author states problems, summarizes 
findings, and makes application to school- 
room practices. 
Language in the Elementary School : Spell,- 
ing, Composition, and Writing. By Paul Mc- 
Kee. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. 
1934. Pp. 482. $2.00. 
Supplementing the same author's study of 
reading and literature, this volume offers a 
similar treatment of the three remaining 
"language arts." For each of them the 
material has been organized under four 
problems: (1) the selection of items to be 
taught, (2) the grade-placement of these 
items, (3) the determination of classroom 
methods and materials, (4) the measure- 
ment of pupil accomplisment. 
Both volumes are sound, modern, concise, 
but always practical and serviceable. 
The five editors discuss, respectively, 
Form, Reviewing, Poetry and Periodicals, 
Style, and Looking It Up in Books, in pre- 
liminary chapters. The anthology offers to 
college students and students generally of 
the craft of writing a most catholic assort- 
ment of modern critical writing and review- 
ing. C. T. L. 
Reading the Novel : By Elizabeth Christine 
Cook. Boston: Little, Brown, and Company. 
1933. Pp. 238. $1.50. 
The books to be tasted and those to be 
swallowed are alike examined in this enter- 
taining and highly informing discussion of 
our most popular literary form, the novel. 
What reading rate we should achieve, how 
it should vary, what we should get from 
the various types of novel, how the reading 
habits of distinguished men may instruct us 
—these and many other questions are an- 
swered and interspersed with significant 
comment on significant novels. 
Designed for Reading: An Anthology. Edited 
by Henry Seidel Canby, Amy Loveman, Wil- 
liam Rose Benet, Christopher Morley, and 
May Lamberton Becker. New York; The 
Macmillan Company. 1934. Pp. 615. $2.00. 
Did Christopher Morley suggest this ar- 
resting title for an anthology in which the 
editors of the Saturday Review of Litera- 
ture have garnered varied posies from their 
garden of critical essays? At any rate, here 
is abundant evidence that during its first 
decade, the SRL columns have presented 
literature steadily; and often-times the crit- 
ical articles and reviews have been of the 
body of literature as well as on it. 
Remakers of Mankind. By Carleton Wash- 
burne. New York; The John Day Company. 
1932. Pp. 339. $3.00. 
That its song-writers exercise more in- 
fluence in a nation than its law-makers may 
or may not be true; but that its leaders of 
thought and action will show the trend of 
educational enterprises in each nation is the 
belief of Dr. Washburne, who has here re- 
ported and interpreted his interviews with 
leaders all over the world. 
Everywhere he asked such questions as 
these: Do you want your young people to 
put their country first, or their consciences ? 
Do you believe in classroom discussion of 
current issues? Would you teach inter- 
nationalism or only loyalty to your own 
nation ? 
The book recounts the result of these in- 
vestigations in Japan, China, India, Arabia, 
Turkey, Russia, Poland, Germany, France, 
England, and the United States. 
Until teachers can together think through 
their problem of how to produce social 
change through education, until they can 
unify their forces, the author believes, "edu- 
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cation will continue to be like a trailer 
dragged bumping along behind a plunging 
car, in the front seat of which quarreling 
occupants are fighting for control of the 
wheel." 
These United States : Contemporary Essays 
for College Students. Selected and edited by 
Louis W. Jones. William Huse, Jr., Harvey 
Eagleson. New York: Ray Long & Richard 
R. Smith. 1933. Pp. 602. 
Selected by professors of English in the 
California Institute of Technology to raise 
problems about society, business and eco- 
nomics, politics, science, religion, literature 
and art, and sport, these stimulating essays 
on contemporary affairs possess a high co- 
efficient of "discussability." 
An Introduction to the Study of Poetry. By 
Richard Ray Kirk and Roger Philip Mc- 
Cutcheon. New York: American Book Com- 
pany. 1934. Pp. 460. 
Undertaking to give students an idea of 
how to appreciate and understand poetry, 
this book combines a study of poetry con- 
tent and form with an anthology of the 
best poetry of all ages. Included are a clear 
discussion of the principles of poetry and 
questions demanding individual thinking 
about the poems studied. 
Essays and Essay-Writing. By William M. 
Tanner. Boston: Little, Brown and Com- 
pany. 1933. Pp. 378, $1.00. 
For a class studying and writing the 
familiar essay this book is a real inspiration. 
All the essays are closely related to every- 
day life; every student will find at least 
two or three essays that will call to mind 
similar experiences or observations. Clever- 
ness of treatment and intimate conversa- 
tional style will encourage freedom in writ- 
ing for the beginner in essay-writing. 
This collection has more recently written 
essays than a former volume under the 
same title. 
The general introduction, as well as the 
introductory comments before each type of 
essay, states simply the whys and where- 
fores of familiar essays and makes essay- 
writing seem possible for everyone rather 
than the chosen few. 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
Robin Hood, with Friar Tuck, Little 
John, and the merry men of Sherwood 
Forest, lived again on the H. T. C. campus 
at the annual May Day celebration. The 
role of Robin Hood was taken by Billye 
Milnes, of Rippon, W. Va. Lois Bishop, 
of Norfolk, was crowned May Queen by the 
gallant forester. Marietta Melson, Machi- 
pongo, was maid of honor. Members of the 
court were Anne Davies, Clarendon; Kay 
Carpenter, Norfolk; Hilda Hisey, Edin- 
burg; Hattie Courier, Amelia; Mary Page 
Barnes, Amelia; Mary Vernon Montgom- 
ery, Baskerville; Katherine Glenn, Coving- 
ton; Martha Sheffler, Beckley, W. Va.; 
Evelyn Watkins, Norfolk; Elizabeth Car- 
son, Lynchburg; Dorothy Williams, Nor- 
folk ; Conway Gray, Petersburg. After the 
celebration, the Senior-Sophomore dance 
was held in the gymnasium. 
Mary Van Landingham, of Petersburg, 
has been elected president of Alpha Chi 
chapter of Kappa Delta Pi for the session 
1934-35. Other officers elected were: Joyce 
Rieley, Troutville, vice-president; Mrs. 
Mary B. Jones, Luray, corresponding sec- 
retary; Frances Pigg, Washington, record- 
ing secretary; Louise Golladay, Quicksburg, 
treasurer; Marian Smith, Norwood, Penn., 
historian. 
The twelfth annual meeting of the Vir- 
ginia Academy of Science was held at the 
college May 4 and 5. The program included 
papers and demonstrations of the following 
sections of the academy; astronomy, math- 
ematics, physics, biology, chemistry, geol- 
ogy, medical science, psychology, and edu- 
cation. 
"Service With a Smile" was the theme of 
the freshman class on its first class day. 
Led by Alyce Geiger, of Los Angeles, Cal- 
ifornia, president, they appeared in bell-boy 
caps and red jackets. Harrison Hall was 
decorated to represent a hotel lobby. After 
the banquet in the evening, a reception was 
held, at which time a sketch, "Honeymoon 
Hotel," was presented. 
